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28 August 2020

GENIUS: A NEW MUSICAL

To whom it may concern
I am pleased to write this letter of support for Jess Newman, and GENIUS: A New Musical, in DHB Theatrical’s grant
application to produce a visual concept album.
I am a Director and Producer based in New York City. I originate from Sydney, Australia. I was the head of New Musicals
Australia, was the originating Chairman and one of the founding members of Hayes Theatre Co, Sydney. More
information about my company, Neil Gooding Productions (NGP), can be found at www.goodingproductions.com
GENIUS’ composer, Jess Newman is a recent graduate of NYU in New York, which is where I was first introduced to Jess
and his work. I am currently collaborating with Jess and his book-writer Richard Lindenfelzer, as well as Musical Director
Isaac Hayward on their musical GOLD. To date, we have had several development phases and readings to ready GOLD
for its full premiere on stage. Throughout this process, I have found Jess to be not only a highly skilled composer, but a
fantastic collaborator who is willing to be flexible, re-write quickly, and to do so with a keen intelligence and knowledge
of the theatrical drama required to make stage compositions and characters interesting and engaging.
As a member of the Australian and International theatre community, I understand the challenges of developing new
musicals, but believe in the power they have to influence and entertain an audience for years to come. The focus and
attention that this new work gives to Mileva Maric (and the voices of history that were once suppressed), feeds directly
into today’s social and political conversations. It is timely and important.
As GENIUS will be presented online, there is an exciting opportunity for audiences around the world to experience the
music and inherit its story.
Not only will this production allow Jess to continue working, but it will create work for a diverse group of orchestrators,
animators, directors, producers, and of course performers, benefiting the cycle of the creative arts industry. I support
the GENIUS production team in their endeavour to create an exceptional production, and believe it will make an
excellent contribution to the landscape of theatre in Australia.
Best Wishes

Neil Gooding

NEIL GOODING PRODUCTIONS PTY LTD
ABN 35 101 222 280
PO Box 80, NORTHMEAD, NSW, 2152, AUSTRALIA
Tel: +61 2 8005 1154 / Mob: 0410 50 2110
admin@goodingproductions.com
www.goodingproductions.com

27 AUGUST 2020
GENIUS: A NEW MUSICAL (VISUAL ALBUM)

To whom it may concern.
As the co-founders and directors of Home Grown Aus, a Melbourne based not-for-profit company
dedicated to supporting, developing and promoting Australian musical theatre, we are writing in support of
the visual concept album of GENIUS: A New Musical.
The show’s composer, Jess Newman, has been involved in several Home Grown concerts, showcasing a
strong selection of his work, always receiving outstanding reviews from audiences. In 2016, Jess had a
workshop for the original iteration of GENIUS, ‘Einstein: Master of the Universe’, through Home Grown’s
Grassroots Initiative. This was part of the inaugural Grassroots Initiative and was extremely well received
by the panel of industry professionals, all who could see a bright future for Jess and his work - in
particular impressed with his skill in music composition, garnering praise from industry specialists
including Matthew Lee Robinson.
We are extremely passionate about providing opportunities for Australian musical theatre writers to have
their work performed and developed, and this new visual album production has great potential to inspire
new artists to write, and new audiences to become engaged. Our network of Australian musical theatre
writers, performers, and other creatives is rapidly growing thanks to the ongoing support of new Australian
works just like this one.
Within Einstein and GENIUS particularly, Jess has crafted a score that would not be out of place amongst
‘the greats’ of musical theatre, yet it also has a contemporary edge that makes it energising and exciting.
We would love to help this production reach its full potential however we can and are proud to support
DHB Theatrical within their grant application.
Regards,
Nick Hedger & Ben Nicholson

Home Grown Co-Founders
0400 587 804
homegrown@homegrownaus.com

